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Exploring College Students' Awar eness of
Culture

Guo-Tsai Hung”

Abstract

The purpose of this study was to investigate college students’ cultural
awareness. To this end, an exploratory study was implemented. Data mainly
came from students' essay writing (via personal reflective activity) and focused
group discussion (via interactional group activity). Participants were 126
students from a technol ogy-oriented college. Content-analysis was employed to
interpret data collected from essay-writing and focused group discussion.
Findings indicated that the students under study typically hold a transmission-
oriented view of culture, as contrasted with the other two views which are
exchange-oriented and innovation-oriented cultural views. Moreover, based on
focused group discussion, it was found that although students occasionally
discussed about cultural exchange and innovation, their discussion manifested
only a superficial understanding of these two alternative cultural views. Some
implications for curricular and instructional designs for promoting cultural
awareness and multiculturalism for general education were discussed.

Keywords: college student, cultural awareness, cultural exchange, cultural
innovation, cultural transmission.

* Assistant professor, Department of Japanese studies, National Taichung University of
Science and Technology
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