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Using Several Ideas of Problem-based Learning
in Library Instruction

Kuan-nien Chen and Hao-chang Sun

Abstract

The mission of a university is not only to lie in the instruction
knowledge but also to provide the environment in which the students
develop the habit of independent learning as well as the lifelong study
manner. “Problem-based learning” (PBL) is a type of learning which is
regarded as one can urge the students to utilize own judgment, creativity,
critical thinking ability and information-seeking ability to effectively solve
the problems existing in the real world. This article explores the nature of
PBL and discusses how to apply the PBL mode to the teaching subject of
"The Utilization of Library Resources". In the article the authors make a
comparison in view of the traditional teaching way and the PBL way. A
special syllabus is attached and the difficulties of conducting the program are
addressed as well. The authors believe that the successful curriculum reform,
namely the change from tradition to PBL, can strengthen and improve the
students’ learning effects in most teaching subjects at the universities,

including the course of library instruction.

Keywords: Problem-based Learning, PBL, Library Instruction,

University Library, General Education
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